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Multi-stakeholder Hearing on Pandemic Prevention, Preparedness and Response:

CSEM Statement

The Civil Society Engagement Mechanism (CSEM) for UHC2030 brings together over
1700 members from more than 130 countries around the world to accelerate

sustainable progress towards universal health coverage (UHC).

UHC and global health security are two intertwined goals to protect everyone,
everywhere, and they are achieved through the same health system. Yet, more than half
the global population lack access to essential health services, and more than a quarter

experience financial hardship due to out-of-pocket health spending.

The 2023 Political Declaration on PPPR recognized the fundamental role of PHC and
UHC in preventing, preparing for, and responding to pandemics, and the 2025
Pandemic Agreement further reinforced this connection by positioning UHC as a

foundational pillar of PPPR. Now is the time to put these commitments into action.
We call on Member States to:

1. Shift towards an integrated approach for investments in PPPR and UHC

grounded in primary health care.

2. Address barriers to health equity for effective response for health emergencies,
including addressing financial hardship and barriers due to discrimination,
particularly for vulnerable and marginalized populations, so that no one is left

behind in times of crisis

3. Recognize social participation and meaningful engagement of communities and

civil society as a core element of PPPR governance to ensure people-centered


https://csemonline.net/
https://www.un.org/pga/77/wp-content/uploads/sites/105/2023/09/PPPR-Final-Text.pdf
https://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/WHA78/A78_R1-en.pdf
https://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/WHA78/A78_R1-en.pdf
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health services and build equitable and resilient health systems that respond to

the needs of people and communities.

4. Take concrete steps toward addressing gender inequality in the health and care
workforce, and invest in well-trained, equitably distributed and adequately

protected health and care workers.

As Member states move toward the implementation of the Pandemic Agreement and

prepare for the 2027 UN High-level Meeting on UHC, investment in primary healthcare,

financial protection and social participation must be recognized as an essential

foundation of strong, resilient and pandemic-ready health systems.


https://www.uhc2030.org/advocacy/un-high-level-meetings/2027-uhc-hlm/

