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Universal health coverage advocacy messages:

Leave no one behind

Progress towards achieving universal health coverage (UHC) by 2030 is off track, with billions of people
left behind. According to Tracking Universal Health Coverage: 2025 Global Monitoring Report, more than
half the global population (4.6 billion people) lacked access to essential health services in 2023, and
more than a quarter (2.1 billion people) experienced financial hardship due to out-of-pocket health
spending in 2022. The burden of financial hardship disproportionately falls on people living in poverty,
with 1.6 billion people pushed into or deeper into poverty because of out-of-pocket health spending.!
The United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) is set to convene the third High-Level Meeting (HLM) on
UHC in 2027, a critical opportunity for countries to renew their commitment to accelerate progress
towards achieving UHC while adapting to a shifting global health landscape.

This document highlights key priorities and calls to action to accelerate progress on UHC. It has been
prepared to support advocates in meetings with decision makers, policy makers and multilateral or
regional engagement. Advocates are encouraged to adapt the messages to their local contexts as
needed, using the ACT for UHC data dashboard alongside the resources listed below.

Key priorities
1. UHC through primary health care (PHC)
2. Social participation and meaningful engagement

3. Financial protection

4. Reimagining global health architecture
5. Health emergencies

6. Antimicrobial resistance (AMR)

1. Achieving UHC through PHC
Messages

e UHC means that all people have access to the full range of quality health services they need,
when and where they need them, without financial hardship.

e UHCis central to achieving health for all, health equity and well-being.

e |t is fundamental to achieving all of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) — not only those
related to health and well-being (SDG 3), but also those related to poverty eradication, access to
education, gender equality, climate change and building peaceful and inclusive societies.

e Achieving UHC requires strong and resilient health systems based on primary health care (PHC)
and is critical for prevention, preparedness and response to global health emergencies, including
those resulting from climate change, conflicts, humanitarian crises and pandemics.

e Data shows that scaling up PHC interventions in low- and middle-income countries (LMICs) could
save 60 million lives and increase average life expectancy by 3.7 years by 2030.

e Acting on commitments for UHC means strengthening coverage of quality health services and
financial protection, while addressing any barriers that may hinder populations — and particularly


https://dashboard.uhc2030.org/

those in vulnerable and marginalized situations — from accessing the full range of quality health
services they need.

Calls to action

2.

Translate the 2023 Political Declaration of the high-level meeting on UHC' into real policies,
budgets and laws, and ensure that they are inclusive, equitable and relevant to the real needs of
communities by institutionalizing social participation.

Provide adequate domestic financing for health and align donor funding with national priorities.
Integrate health systems based on primary health care to address the needs of all people,
including those in vulnerable and marginalized situations.

Uphold a rights-based, people-centered health service delivery approach, reinforcing the
fundamental right to good physical and mental health.

Advancing social participation and meaningful engagement

Messages

Social participation relates to the empowerment of people, communities and civil society to
participate in — and thereby influence — decision-making processes for health. It is the
cornerstone of equitable, inclusive, transparent, and responsive health systems that leave no
one behind.

At the 77th World Health Assembly in 2024, Member States adopted the resolution on social
participation for universal health coverage, health and well-being (WHA77.2)%. The resolution
marked a turning point in global health governance, committing Member States for the first time
to institutionalize the meaningful participation of people with lived experience and communities
in health decision-making, and to be held accountable for doing so.

Accountable and participatory health governance fosters trust in health systems while ensuring
that all voices are heard and that no one is left behind on the path toward UHC.

Calls to action

3.

Implement a whole-of-society approach and uphold commitments on social participation,
involving all relevant stakeholders in health governance as key to addressing the needs of people
and communities.

Meaningfully engage people and communities most impacted by health inequities across all
levels, ensuring their representation in decision-making bodies.

Establish an inclusive, impartial, transparent decision-making structure and accountability
framework.

Strengthening financial protection for health

Messages

The burden of financial hardship disproportionately falls on people living in poverty, with 1.6
billion people pushed into or deeper into poverty because of out-of-pocket health spending.
Medicines alone account for more than half of household out-of-pocket health spending in most
countries with available data.

When health systems lack adequate financial protection, individuals, particularly those in
vulnerable situations, are forced to choose between paying for health care and meeting other
basic needs such as food, housing, or education.

Strengthening financial protection is a core component of UHC, essential for reducing health-
related poverty, promoting equitable health outcomes, and driving inclusive, sustainable
development.


https://www.un.org/pga/wp-content/uploads/sites/53/2019/07/FINAL-draft-UHC-Political-Declaration.pdf

When governments remove financial barriers to essential health services and products, the
benefits are far-reaching — improved educational outcomes, greater gender equality, reduced
worker absenteeism, and lower health-related poverty. Healthy populations also boost economic
performance, with each year of life expectancy gained across populations raising GDP by
approximately 4%.V

Calls to action

4,

Deliver progress on UHC commitments to ensure all people have access to the full range of
quality health services they need across the life course, without financial hardship.

Eliminate out-of-pocket payments and implement pooled, prepaid and progressive financing, the
most effective and equitable route to financial protection.

Adopt and implement policies, laws, and regulations guaranteeing free health care, products,
and medicines for people living in poverty.

Reimagining the global health architecture

Messages & call to action

5.

Explore our resources developed in partnership with HEAR CSO.
- HEAR CSO initial feedback on the WHO-hosted joint process on the reform of the global
health architecture.
- Sign on: HEAR CSO Statement on Global Health Architecture Reform and the UN80O
Initiative.
- Learn more about HEAR CSQ’s work on reimagining global health architecture.

Responding to health emergencies

Messages

Effective pandemic prevention, preparedness and response require health systems that are
functioning before a crisis occurs.

Universal health coverage (UHC), delivered through strong primary health care (PHC), and
people-centered approaches and inclusive and participatory governance are critical enablers of
PPPR. Together, they underpin essential public health functions, maintain continuity of essential
health services during crises, and help guarantee that health systems and public health
responses address people’s needs while building trust in public health systems and authorities.
Accelerating progress towards UHC is critical for our collective response to global threats -
including climate change, conflicts, humanitarian crises, health emergencies and pandemics.

Call to action

Develop, strengthen and maintain resilient health systems, with strong primary health care as a
central pillar, enabling essential public health functions, routine service delivery (including
immunization and surveillance), equitable access, and continuity of essential health services
during health emergencies.

Promote transparent information-sharing and inclusive decision-making processes to ensure that
pandemic prevention, preparedness and response policies and programs respond to the needs
of communities and to build and sustain trust in public health systems and authorities.

Protect the most vulnerable groups in society, and enhancing gender equality and empowering
women and girls.


https://hearcso.org/resource/hear-cso-responses-to-who-survey-on-hosted-joint-process-for-gha-reform/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfbLX_kliMmBDVOlzvScwL2j64vz6oGycLYGyPCc6iBCQ5zzw/viewform
https://hearcso.org/

6.

Ensuring adequate numbers and distribution of well-trained, well-equipped and well-paid health
workers.

Antimicrobial resistance

Messages

Efforts to control antimicrobial resistance (AMR) and efforts to achieve universal health coverage
(UHC) are interlinked and include the same goals — affordable access for everyone, everywhere
to quality health services, including for the prevention, diagnosis and appropriate treatment of
(drug-resistant) infections.

AMR poses a dire threat to public health, risking catastrophic impacts on progress towards UHC,
the sustainable development goals, and a century of medical advancements. While drug
resistant infections can impact anyone, anywhere, AMR exacerbates pre-existing health and
societal inequalities and further hinders access to affordable and life-saving treatments for
vulnerable populations, including women and girls.

While achieving UHC becomes more difficult with increasing prevalence of AMR, it is through
progress towards UHC and building equitable and resilient health systems for all, that we will
address AMR as a public health threat.

Comprehensive management of AMR means addressing the interconnectedness of health issues
across humans, animals, and the environment through a One Health approach while promoting
and integrating health system strengthening for UHC.

Call to action

Maintain commitment to achieving UHC a means for ensuring access to the full range of
integrated, quality, safe, effective, affordable and essential health services, medicines, vaccines,
diagnostics and health technologies needed for health and well-being throughout the life course.
Implement adequate financial protection measures to enable individuals to access essential
healthcare services, including proper medical advice, accurate diagnostics, and appropriate and
effective antimicrobial treatments.

Embed social participation in decision-making is critical to ensuring that measures to address
AMR respond to all people's needs, including those in vulnerable situations, and to creating trust
in public policies.



79*" World Health Assembly
WHA?79 agenda items related to UHC and social participation

Committee A
Tuesday- Thursday*

Notes

12.1 Follow-up to the political declaration of the high-level
meeting of the General Assembly on the prevention and
control of non-communicable diseases

12.2 Noncommunicable diseases

12.3 Mental health

12.4 Universal health coverage
e Draft global strategy for integrated emergencies,
critical and operative care
e Rare diseases: a global health priority for equity
and inclusion

Social Participation Resolution was
adopted under the UHC item, and
is regarded as means to achieve
UHC

12.5 Primary healthcare

Social participation often placed at
PHC- with community-based
approaches

12.6 Health in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development

12.9 Draft updated global action plan on antimicrobial
resistance

Committee A
Tuesday- Wednesday*

14. 1 WHO’s work in health emergencies

14.2 Strengthening the evidence base for public health and
social measures

Committee A
Friday

15.1 Strengthening rehabilitation in health systems

15.2 Well-being and health promotion, including Outcome of
the WHO Commission on Social Connection

15.3 The health of Indigenous Peoples

15.4 Maternal, infant and young child nutrition

15.5 Draft strategy on the economics of health for all

Social participation and community-
based approaches very relevant to
these themes

Committee B
Friday*

20.1 Reform of the global health architecture and the UN8O
Initiative

Item 22: Matters for information-
Progress reports

Progress report on social
participation




Resources

"Tracking Universal Health Coverage: 2025 Global Monitoring Report:
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240117808

" Political Declaration of the High-level Meeting on Universal Health Coverage “Universal Health coverage:
expanding our ambition for health and well-being in a post-COVID world”: https://www.un.org/pga/77/wp-
content/uploads/sites/105/2023/09/UHC-Final-Text.pdf

i"\World Health Assembly endorses resolution on social participation: https://www.who.int/news/item/29-05-
2024-world-health-assembly-endorses-resolution-on-social-participation

v Primary health care: https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/primary-health-care

Act for UHC Report and Data Dashboard: https://www.uhc2030.org/accountability/tracking-uhc-
commitments

Advocacy Toolkit on Social Participation for Universal Health Coverage, Health and Well-being:
https://csemonline.net/advocacy-toolkit-2025/

Advancing gender-responsive health systems for universal health coverage

UHC2030 narrative on digital transformation of health systems for universal health coverage (to be published
in May 2026)
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https://www.uhc2030.org/fileadmin/uploads/uhc2030/02._Advocacy/UHC2030_Advocacy_Narrative_on_Gender-responsive_health_systems_for_UHC-_Final_version_for_pubishing_July2025.pdf

